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BEFORE THE

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

IOWA RIVER RAILROAD, INC. - STB DOCKET NO. AB-1072 X
ABANDONMENT AND DISCONTINUANCE

EXEMPTION IN MARSHALL

AND HARDIN COUNTIES, IOWA

PETITION FOR EXEMPTION

INTRODUCTION

Petitioner, lowa River Railroad, Inc. (“IRR™), pursuant to 49 U.S.C. § 10502(a), 49 C.F.R. § 1152.60, and
49 C.F.R. § 1121.1, et seq., petitions for an exemption from the requirements of 49 U.S.C. § 10903 for
abandonment of a rail line located between Milepost 209.00 and Milepost 243.35 (at or near Marshalltown,

Iowa), all within Marshall and Hardin Counties, lowa, a distance of approximately 34.35 miles (the "Line").

The facts set forth in the Petition are verified by IRR's President, Mr. Maury Hyde, in the attachcd

Verification (Appendix 1).

THE HISTORY OF THE LINE

The subject Line extends between Milepost 209.00 and Milepost 243.35 (at or near Marshalltown, lowa),

all within Marshall and Hardin Counties, lowa, a distance of approximately 34.35 miles. A map of the Line

is attached (Appendix 4).



The history of the Line commences in 1866 during which the Eldora Railroad and Coal Company
constructed a rail line from approximately one mile north of Eldora, Iowa to Ackley, lowa for the purpose
of transporting coal from the Coal Bank Hill area in the lowa River valley near Eldora to the connection
at Ackley of an east-west railroad, then known as the Dubuque & Sioux City Railroad (which later

became the Illinois Central Railroad).

After the original Eldora-Ackley rail line was constructed the Line was extended between 1868 and 1870
both to the north to Northwood, lowa and south to Marshalltown, Towa where it connected with the
Chicago & North Western Railroad (“CNW™”). The ownership of the Line went through several name
changes during the early yecars: ‘Central Railroad of Iowa’, ‘Central lowa Railroad® and ‘lowa Central
Railroad’. The lowa Central line served the communities of Steamboat Rock, Eldora, Gifford, Union,

Liscomb, Albion and Marshalltown, Iowa.

Later, the Line became part of an expanded north-south route between Minneapolis/St. Paul, Minnesota and
Kansas City, Missouri. lowa Central Railroad and the Minneapolis & St. Louis Railroad Company
(“M&StL™) merged on January 1, 1912 with M&StL being the surviving carrier. Passenger service on the
Line by M&StL ended in the mid 1950's. On November [, 1960 CNW purchased the M&StL and the
subject Line was deeded to CNW at that time.

In 1983 CNW acquired from the Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific Company (“CRI1P”) the parallel CRIP
north-south main line and thereafter, CNW rerouted its Minneapolis-Kansas City traffic over that CRIP
“Spine Line” and the CNW’s north-south former M&StL main linc was reduced to local service only. CNW
then abandoned much of the former lowa Central/M&StL line, parts of which were cither scrapped or

"railbanked".
CNW was acquired by Union Pacific Railroad Corporation (“UP") in 1995.

On March 3, 2006, Petitioner, lowa River Railroad, Inc. was organized as an lowa corporation by
shippers with facilities located adjacent to the Line. IRR purchased the Line from UP on June 16, 2006
pursuant to a class exemption in fowa River Railroad, Inc.- Acquisition and Operating Exemption-Rail
Lines of North Central Railway Association, Inc., and Union Pacific Railroad Company — STB Finance

Docket No. 34877 (Decision served July 5, 2006).

The shippers which formed and capitalized IRR were the following: Prairic Land Cooperative located at

Union, lowa; United Suppliers, Inc. located near Steamboat Rock, lowa and PLCP located north of
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Steamboat Rock, lowa. The goal of these IRR shippers/owners was to preserve the option to transport

their goods by rail to/from their respective facilities and to operate a short line railway for rail service.

However, the historic flooding experienced in lowa during 2008 caused a substantial amount of damage
to the IRR track infrastructure and resulted in IRR being unable to operate for several months. Between
the cost of approximately $250,000 to repair the flood damage and operating losses resulting from the
IRR operations being curtailed, IRR has been unable to financially recover. Due to IRR capital calls and
additional revenue needs of IRR arising from guarantees to IRR the shippers/owners were obligated to
pay to IRR $539,820 during 2010 and $518,545 during 2009. Without those additional payments to IRR
during 2009 and 2010 IRR would have been cashless and would have had to file for bankruptcy

protection.

The Line was embargoed due to unsafe track conditions effective as of December 27, 2011.

REASONS FOR ABANDONMENT

An exemption is sought for abandonment of the Line because (1) the operation of the Line is unprofitable
and there is no reasonable prospect for future, profitable operations; (2) the Line’s track and bridge
structures require extensive rehabilitation, the cost of which would not be recoverable from operational
net revenues; (3) continued operation of the Line would result in substantial opportunity costs; and (4) all

shippers with facilities located adjacent to the Line have reasonable transportation alternatives.

1. Unprofitability

The following shippers used the services of IRR on the subject Line during the past four years:

Name Location Commodities Shipped/Received
United Suppliers, Inc. Eldora, lowa Fertilizers, ag chemicals

Prairie Land Cooperative Union, lowa Corn, fertilizers

Quality Products Eldora, lowa Plastic pellets

New Century Farm Service  Albion, lowa Fertilizers, chemicals

These shippers’ carload usage of the Line during the prior four years is as follows:



2008 2009 2010 2011

United Suppliers, Inc.

141 147 127 93
Prairie Land Cooperative 24 20 35 25
Quality Products 20 26 37 44
New Century Farm Service 0 0 0 48
Total Carloads: 185 193 199 210

Based on actual use of the Line during 2008, 2009, 2010 and 2011 there is no evidence that future use of
the Line will substantially increase. In fact, the total usage has varied by only a small percentage annually
over the four year period. That base traffic is wholly insufficient to cover annual operating costs, much
less needed track and right-of-way maintenance and repairs. There is also no indication that any other
shipper other than the shippers listed above has any plans to locate a facility along the Rail Line and to
ship by rail. Because the area served by the Line is rural, it is less likely that any new large-scale rail-

served industry will locate on the Line in the future.

The revenues generated from operating the Line do not cover the cost of operations, maintenance and
rehabilitation. Total gross revenues for the year 2010 from the non-owner shippers on the subject Line

were $69,500 and for 2009 gross revenues from traffic handled on the Line were $64,615.

On average that represents an average of $330 per car in 2010 and $323 per car in 2009. Even assuminga
modest increase of five percent in carloadings during the next calendar year gross revenue of $72,600
($330 x 220 cars), such revenue would be far below what is needed to enable IRR to operate the Line at a

profit in a forecast year.

The cost for IRR to maintain on a normalized basis the track and bridges on the Line is approximately
$206,100 during a forecast year. That is based on an average maintenance cost of $6,000 per mile per

year which the Board has indicated is a reasonable estimate in similar abandonment cases. ($6,000 per
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mile x 34.35 miles = $206,100). Conrail- Abandonment between Warsaw & Valp. Counties, IN, 9 1.C.C.
2d 1299, 1304 (1993).

Taking into consideration only normalized maintenance costs, IRR will incur an operating loss of
$133,500 during the forecast year. Typically a two-person train crew operates a single locomotive
originating at near Steamboat Rock, lowa, and operating round-trip approximately 68 miles between
Steamboat Rock and Marshalltown, lowa. The operating costs of the train crew, locomotive, and freight

cars are substantial and increase the Line’s forecast year loss.

Requiring the IRR to bear operating losses in excess of $133,500 per year on a continuing basis would
result in a serious, continuing, adverse effect on IRR and on IRR's ability to provide safe and efficient rail
service. It would violate Constitutional principles if a railroad were to be required to operate a rail line at
a loss for an extended period of time. Brooks-Scanlon v. Ruilroad Comm. of Louisiana, 251 U.S. 396, 399
(1920).

2. Rehabilitation

IRR has been unable to provide adequate track infrastructure and bridge maintenance which could help to
minimize operating losses and opportunity costs. As a result, there has been a substantial deterioration in
the Line. This situation was dramatically aggravated by the disastrous floods experienced during the

summer of 2008.

There are several IRR bridges which are in serious need of extensive repair at the following estimated

repair costs:

Bridge No. 239.8
Replace w/culvert
$18,500

Bridge No. 238.93
Repair south wall
Replace cap 7
$18,000

Bridge No. 237.8
Replace cap and pier 2
$17,000



Bridge No. 227.45
Replace ties, sway braces, and guard rail
$30,000

Bridge No. 227.35
Sway braces
$10,000

Bridge No. 227.13
Post bent 11, cap 10, and sway braces
$12,500

Bridge No. 221.74
Replace 3 caps, sway braces, and 6 piers
$32,000

Bridge No. 221.34
Replace ties, and cap 9
28,000

Total Bridge Rehabilitation Costs: $166,000

The Line has also excessive defective crossties and serious track alignment, cross-level and gauge
problems in at least two curve sections of the Line which result in the Line being noncompliant with FRA
Class I standards. Defective rails exist at several locations. Replacement of the track infrastructure in
track curve sections in the area of MP 215.0 (North of Eldora, lowa) and a track curve section located at
MP 223.5 (near Union, lowa) will cost an estimated $87,730 each or a total of $175.000.

It is extremely questionable that IRR will ever be able to provide safe train service of any kind over the
Line. As a result, IRR embargoed rail operations over the Linc due to track conditions, effective

December 27, 2011. A copy of that embargo is attached (Appendix 3).

In order to achieve FRA Class 1 track safety standards for the Line, it is estimated that it would cost more
than $3.69 million to rehabilitate the track and bridges on the Line. The elements of such rehabilitation

are set forth below:

1. Crosstie Replacement - Six defective ties per 39-foot rail length (6 ties x 135 rail lengths per mile
X 35 miles x $85) - $2,409,750

2. Ballast - $3,363 per carload, eight carloads per mile, 35 miles - $941,640



3. Bridge Repairs - $166,000
4. Track curve sections - $175,000

TOTAL: $3.692,390

There is no possibility that IRR would be able to recover that cost from profit from operating the Line
because operation of the Line will result in a substantial operating loss. It would be a serious burden on
IRR and on interstate commerce if a requirement of continued operation of the Line were to force IRR to

incur an unrecoverable cost of over $3.69 million for required track and bridge rehabilitation.

3. Opportunity Cost

Opportunity costs are measured by the extent to which profit from operating a rail line falls short of
providing a cost-of-capital return on the net liquidation value of the assets of the rail line. In addition to
suffering operating losses and unrecoverable rehabilitation costs if required to continue to operate the

Line, IRR will also be burdened as a result of incurring significant opportunity costs.

The net liquidation value of the Line is currently estimated to be $95,000 per mile for the 34.35 miles of
the Line which amounts to total net liquidation value of $3,263,250. The most recent cost of capital of the
rail industry is 11.03 percent per year. Railroad Cost of Capital- 2011 Determination, Ex Parte No. 558
[Sub-No. 14). Applying the Board's adopted cost of capital to the net liquidation value results in a cost of
capital return of $359,936 per year on that value, which constitutes an additional undue burden on IRR

and interstate commerce.

In the event an Offer of Financial Assistance is filed in this proceeding IRR reserves the right to perform

a more detailed study of the net liquidation value of the Line.

4. Transportation Alternatives

Any adverse impact on the shippers from abandonment will not be major because there are many

reasonable transportation alternatives for all of the shippers.

Facilities for rail-to-truck transloading of plastic pellets for Quality Products, Inc. are located at Newton,

Iowa which is only 48 highway miles from Eldora, lowa
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Transloading of agricultural chemicals for United Suppliers, Inc. is currently occurring at a facility
located north of Steamboat Rock and south of Ackley, lowa (at the interchange with the CN east/west

main line) and only 9 miles from Eldora, lowa.

The UP owns and operates its transcontinental east/west main line at Marshalltown, lowa at the southern
terminus of the subject Line. In addition, the UP’s north/south ‘spine line’ has major grain storage and
loading facilities located at Garden City, lowa (which is also owned by Prairic Land Coopcrative and just
12 miles from Prairie Land’s grain facility located on the subject Line at Union, lowa) and at Buckeye,

Towa (11 miles west of Steamboat Rock, lowa).

There is excellent highway access between various points on the subject Line via U.S. Highway 65 and
State Highways 14, 175 and 215/118. U.S. Interstate Highway 35 is only between 20 and 25 miles from

any point of the Line. Extensive trucking services and truck competition exist in the area.

Any increase in freight charges upon abandonment of the Line as a result of a shipper’s use of truck-rail
or all-truck transportation will be modest and the added expense is greatly outweighed by the serious
harm to IRR and to interstate commerce resulting from continuing operating losscs and opportunity costs,
and from a substantial unrecoverable track and bridge rehabilitation cost. Conrail- Aban. - supra, 9
IC.C2d at 1317.

AN EXEMPTION IS WARRANTED

Pursuant to 49 U.S.C. §10903, a rail line may not be abandoned without the prior approval of the Board.
However, pursuant to 49 U.S.C. § 10502(a), on petition, the Board may exempt a proposed abandonment
from the requirements under §10903 when the Board finds that 1) the application of the statutory
provisions is not required to carry out the rail transportation policy of 49 U.S.C. § 10101, and 2) either
that the proposed abandonment is of limited scope or that application of §10903 to the proposed

abandonment is unnecessary to protect shippers from abuse of market power.

The IRR abandonment request clearly falls within the statutory exemption standards set forth in Section
10502.



An exemption is appropriate where the rail carrier would operate at a substantial loss, regardless of
whether any shipper opposes the cxemption. Minnesota Northern Railroad, Inc. -- Aband. Exempt. --
between Redland Jet. and Fertile, in Polk County, MN, 1997 STB LEXIS 294 (STB Docket No. AB-497
[Sub-No. 2X], decision served Nov. 14, 1997 at 11-12).

In this proceeding the public convenience and necessity permit abandonment of the Line. Normalized
maintenance costs and continued operation of the Line would result in a forecast annual operating loss of
over $133,500. The loss would be far greater if applicable operating costs for the train crew, locomotive
and freight cars were to be factored into the result. In consideration of actual Line traffic during the prior
four years, there is no realistic prospect for a traffic level which would allow operation of the Line to

approach profitability.

Add to that the substantial cost of needed track and bridge rehabilitation estimated to cost over $3.69
million and the need to amortize that within a reasonable period of time and the burden of further
operation is simply impossible. It is not in the public interest to require a rail carrier to incur a substantial

rehabilitation cost that it has no hopc of recovering. Purcell v. United States, 315 U.S. 381, 384 (1942).

The burden on IRR and on interstate commerce resulting from continued operation of the Line far

outweighs the relatively minimal burden on the shippers, if any, from the Line’s abandonment.

The shippers have reasonable transportation alternatives. The proposed 34.35 mile abandonment is
limited in scope. As a result application of 49 U.S.C. § 10903 concerning the proposed abandonment is
not necessary to protect shippers from an abuse of market power. Minnesota Northern Railroad, Inc. --

Aband. Exempt. -- between Redland Jet. and Fertile, in Polk County, MN, supra.
For the foregoing reasons, application of 49 U.S.C. § 10903 to IRR's proposed abandonment of the Rail
Line is not necessary to carry out the rail policy of 49 U.S.C. § 10101(4) or any other national rail policy.

The evidence warrants the findings required by 49 U.S.C. § 10502(a) and the Board should grant the

proposed exemption.

ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORTS
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The IRR Environmental and Historic Report is attached (Appendix 4). The Report forms the basis for a
finding that the proposed abandonment would not have a significant adverse effect on the quality of the
human environment nor on the preservation of historic resources. Comments concerning the draft Report

are attached to Appendix 5.

EMPLOYEE PROTECTION

The Board should impose the employee protective conditions in Oregon Short Line R.Co. - Abandonment

- Goshen, 360 1.C.C. 91 (1979) as a condition to approval of the proposed abandonment.

FEDERALLY-GRANTED RIGHT-OF-WAY

IRR has no information in its possession to conclude that the Line contains any federally-granted right-of-

way.

DRAFT FEDERAL REGISTER NOTICE

A draft Federal Register Notice is attached to this Petition (Appendix 5).

NEWSPAPER NOTICE

Copies of notices published in a newspaper of general circulation in Hardin and Marshall Counties, lowa

are attached (Appendix 6).

VERIFICATION

The Verification of Maury Hyde, President of lowa River Railroad, Inc., is attached as Appendix 1 of

this Petition.

CONCLUSION AND REQUESTED RELIEF

WHEREFORE, lowa River Railroad, Inc. respectfully requests that the Board grant this Petition for

Exemption.
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Respectfully submitted,

IOWA RIVER RAILROAD, INC. (Petitioner)

T. Scott Banmister, Esq?

111- SW 56" Street

Des Moines, 1A 50312
(319) 361-3067
tsbannisterlaw@gmail.com

Attorney for Petitioner
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APPENDIX 1

VERIFICATION

Maury Hyde, being duly sworn, states that he is President of Iowa River Railroad, Inc., that he has
knowledge of the facts asserted in the foregoing Petition for Exemption and that those facts are true and
correct.

STATE OF IOWA )

COUNTY OF-POEE" )
Ha

‘n

On this 28™ day of March, 2012, before me, the undersigned, a Notary Public in and for said County, in
said State, personally appeared Maury Hyde, to me personally known, who being by me duly sworn, did say
that he is the President of Jowa River Railroad, Inc.; that no seal has been procured by the said corporation;
that said instrument was signed on behalf of said corporation by authority of its Board of Directors; and that
said he as such officer, acknowledged the execution of said instrument to be the voluntary act and deed of
said corporation, by it and by him voluntarily executed.

Lv,  KAREN Y MILLER Fedre, P VWY,
: '?“Wm%m”“g;ﬂ" Notary Public infihd for the
ou State of Jowa
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APPENDIX 2

MAP OF THE LINE
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APPENDIX 3

EMBARGO NOTICE
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Embargo Number: IARR000111

IARR- IOWA RIVER RAILROAD INC

Embargo #IARR0O00111 has been amended on 01-03-2012

Amendment Number: 3

Status: Effective

Effective Date: 12-27-2011

Expiration Date: 12-27-2012

Allow Permit: No

Tier 2 Effective Date: 12-30-2011

Original Effective Date:

Roads Invited to Participate:

Original Requester : Scott Bannister - Ph: 1.319.361x3067 - Email: tsbannisterlaw@gmail.com

Bypass Local Wayhbills: Yes

Operating Station Notice: No

Effective Immediately: No

Include Empty Revenue Cars: Yes

Include All Empty Cars: No

Maximum Car Allowed: 0

Commodities: Target All Commaodities

Geography: Included Locations:

From: IARR-24320,MARSHALLTOWN, IA
IARR-23260,BETHEL,IA
IARR-23950,MINERVA ICT,IA

IARR-23650,ALBION, A



mailto:tsbannisterlaw@gmail.com

IARR-22600,UNION,IA
IARR-21250,STEAMBOAT ROCK,IA
IARR-21680,ELDORA,IA
|ARR-22220,GIFFORD,IA
IARR-23100,LISCOMB, 1A
To: *BI-DIRECTIONAL
Umler Equip. Type : Target All Umler Equipment Types
No Weight Restrictions
Except These Cars: No Cars In Exception List
Embargo/OPSL Umler Element Status: No Umler Element
Clearance Code: No Clearance Code
Waybill Parties: Target All Waybill Parties
Cause: Track Conditions
Cause Detail: Bridges out of service
Note:
Amendment History:
Amendment 3 (Current): Removed participating railroad(s) from embargo
Amendment 2: Add/Remove Stations by Participant
Amendment 1: Add/Remove Stations by Participant
Jeffrey J. Usher

Asst. Vice President-Business Services
Association of American Railroads

AAR Embargo/OPSL Notes And Permit System (https://aarembargo.railinc.com/epdb)


http://aarembargo.railinc.com/epdb

APPENDIX 4

Combined Environmental and Historic Report




BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

IOWA RIVER RAILROAD, INC. STB DOCKET NO. AB-1072 X
ABANDONMENT AND
DISCONTINUANCE EXEMPTION

IN MARSHALL AND
HARDIN COUNTIES, IOWA

COMBINED ENVIRONMENTAL
AND HISTORIC REPORT

Applicant, Iowa River Railroad. Inc., hereby submits the following information pursuant to
49 CF.R. Part 1105:

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT

(1)  Proposed Action and Alternatives -

(i) The proposed action is an exemption proceeding described as involving the
discontinuance of operations and physical abandonment of a line of railroad
between Milepost 209.00 and Milepost 243.35 (at or near Marshalltown,
Iowa), all within Marshall and Hardin Counties, Iowa, a distance of

approximately 34.35 miles (the "Line").

(i)  The only practical alternative to the proposed abandonment is denial. Denial
would maintain the status quo and Applicant would continue to incur
substantial operating losses, track rehabilitation costs, and opportunity
costs unless the Line was to be abandoned. A copy of detailed maps of the
rail Line to be abandoned are attached hereto pursuant to the provisions of 49
C.F.R 1105.7(e)}(1). (Exhibit "A").

(2)  Transportation System -



)

The proposed abandonment will have minimal effect on existing regional or
local transportation systems or patterns. Only 192 carloads were transported
over the Line during 2010 of which 155 cars were shipped for two of the
shareholder/owners of Applicant (a remaining 37 cars were shipped during
2010 by a non-affiliated shipper located in Eldora, Iowa). Those rail

shipments would be diverted to truck or to truck-rail transportation.

(3) Land Use-

®

(i)

(iif)

(iv)

To the best of Applicant’s knowledge, and based upon consultation with the
local county governments, the proposed abandonment is consistent with
regional and local land use plans. It is possible that, following abandonment,
portions of the land underlying the Line may be converted to a recreational
trail.

The proposed abandonment would have no effect on prime agricultural
land. The Line is primarily in a rural setting. Removal of trackage from
the Line should not have any effect on prime agricultural land. Based upon
consultation with the U.S. Soil Conservation Service, there are no prime
agricultural lands within the right of way that would be adverscly affected by

the proposed action.

There are no designated wetlands or 100-year flood plains which would be
adversely affected, although there may be some wetlands which could be

found outside the railroad right-of-way boundaries.

Portions of the rail Line right-of-way may be suitable for alternative public

use such as a recreational trail.

Energy -



©)

(6)

)

(i &ii)

The proposed abandonment will have no major adverse effect on the
development or transportation of energy resources, or on the movement

and/or recovery of recyclable commodities.

(iii & iv)The proposed abandonment will not cause a diversion of traffic from rail to

Air -

Noise -

motor carriers in excess of 1,000 cars per year nor will it divert in excess of
an average of 50 rail cars per mile per year for all or a portion of the Line.

As a result, no energy calculations were made.

The proposed abandonment will not result in a) a minimum increase in rail
traffic of 50% of three (3) trains per day or (b) an increase in rail yard
activity of 20% as measured in carload activity. The proposed action will
not cause an increase in motor carrier traffic of either fifty (50) vehicles per
day or an increase in truck traffic on a given highway segment. Class 1, or
non-attainment areas, are not affected, and there should be no increase in rail

yard activity.

No threshold identified in item 5 (i) of 49 C.F.R. 1105.7 is surpassed.

Safety -

The proposed abandonment will have no major effect on public health or
safety. There are no known hazardous waste sites or spills on or along the
Line. Because existing rail crossings of public and privatc grade crossings
will be able to be removed the proposed abandonment will have a

beneficial effect on public health and safety.



) Biological Resources -

(i & ii) Based upon consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, it is not
anticipated that any long term, adverse effects on endangered species or
critical habitats would result, and no wildlife sanctuaries, state parks, or

refuges will be adversely affected by the proposed abandonment.

)] Water -

)] Based upon consultation with the State of lowa Water Quality Officials, the
proposed abandonment is consistent with applicable federal, state and/or

local water quality standards.

(ii & iii) Permits under the Federal Clean Water Act are not required, bascd upon
consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency, and the lowa Department of Natural Resources. No
designated wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be affected. Applicant's
anticipated plans for salvage operations include the removal of all ties,
bridge decking materials, rail and track fastenings. Material which cannot be
reused elsewhere will be sold for scrap. Grade crossings restoration will be
pursuant to local highway jurisdictional requirements. Bridges will not be
removed especially in light of the right-of-way's anticipated future use as a

recreational trial. Box culverts are left in place to facilitate drainage.

(10) Proposed Mitigation -

@ Because there should be no adverse environmental impacts from the
proposed abandonment of the rail Line, there are no actions which are to be

taken to mitigate nonexistent impacts.



(i)  No culturally significant locations, archaeological sites, or unique land forms
are affected. Salvaging of an abandoned line is confined to limits of the
right-of-way and it is unlikely that any archaeological sites in or adjacent to
the Line segment would be affected, since there are no major excavations

anticipated during salvage operations.

(11)  Other-

Correspondence received from local, state or federal agencies which have
reviewed this matter is attached, marked Exhibit "B" and incorporated

herein by this reference.



HISTORIC REPORT
49 C.F.R.§1105.8 (d

(1) A US.G.S. topographic map (or an alternate map drawn to scale and sufficiently
detailed to show buildings and other structures in the vicinity of the proposed action) showing the
location of the proposed action, and the locations and approximate dimensions of railroad structures

that are 50 years old or older and are part of the proposed action;

Response: The required topographic map is attached to this Report as
Appendix 1.

2 A written description of the right-of-way (including approximate widths to the

extent known), and the topography and urban and/or rural characteristics of the surrounding area;

Response: The right-of-way is generally less than 100 feet wide. It is located
entirely within Hardin County, Iowa, which has a population of approximately 18,812, and Marshall
County, Iowa which has a population of approximately 39,259. The surrounding area is primarily

rural in nature.

3 Good quality photographs (actual photographic prints, not photocopies) of railroad

structures on the property that are 50 years old or older and of the immediately surrounding area.

Response: There are four (4) railroad-owned structures which Applicant believes
are 50 years old or older. Photographs of the bridges on the Line are attached as Appendix 2.

(4)  The date(s) of construction of the structure(s), and the date(s) and the extent of any

major alternations to the extent such information is known.

Response: Unknown,



(5) A brief narrative history of carrier operations in the area, and an explanation of what,

if any, changes are contemplated as a result of the proposed action;

Response: The history of the l.ine commences in 1866 during which the
Eldora Railroad and Coal Company constructed a rail line from approximately one mile north of
Eldora, lowa to Ackley, [owa for the purpose of transporting coal from the Coal Bank Hill arca
in the Iowa River valley near Eldora to the connection at Ackley of an east-west railroad, then

known as the Dubuque & Sioux City Railroad (which later became the [llinois Central Railroad).

After the original Eldora-Ackley rail line was constructed the Line was extended between 1868
and 1870 both to the north to Northwood, lowa and south to Marshalltown, Iowa where it
connected with the Chicago & North Western Railroad (“CNW™). The ownership of the Line
went through scveral name changes during the early years: *Central Railroad of Jowa®, ‘Central
Iowa Railroad’ and *lowa Central Railroad’. The lowa Central line served the communities of

Steamboat Rock, Eldora, Gifford, Union, Liscomb, Albion and Marshalltown, [owa.

Later, the Line became part of an expanded north-south route between Minneapolis/St. Paul,
Minnesota and Kansas City, Missouri. Iowa Central Railroad and the Minneapolis & St. Louis
Railroad Company (“M&StL”) merged on January 1, 1912 with M&StL being the surviving

carrier. Passenger service on the Line by M&StL ended in the mid 1950's.

A copy of the Iowa Central Railroad system from the late 1890s follows:
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Chicago and North Western Railway Company (“CNW?”) purchased the M&StL on November 1,
1960 and the subject Line was deeded to CNW at that time.

In 1983 CNW acquired from the Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific Company (“CRIP™) the parallel
CRIP north-south main line and thereafter, CNW rerouted its Minneapolis-Kansas City traffic over
that CRIP “Spine Line” and the CNW’s north-south former M&StL main line was reduced to local
service only. CNW then abandoned much of the former Iowa Central/M&StL line, parts of which

were either scrapped or "railbanked".

CNW was acquired by Union Pacific Railroad Corporation (“UP”) in 1995.

8




On March 3, 2006, Applicant, Jowa River Railroad, Inc. was organized as an Iowa corporation
by shippers with facilities located adjacent to the Line. Applicant purchased the Line from UP
on June 16, 2006.

(6) A brief summary of documents in the carrier's possession, such as engineering

drawings, that might be useful in documenting a structure that is found to be historic;

Response: There are no drawings available.

)] An opinion (based on readily available information in the railroad's possession) as to
whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for listing on the National Register of Historic
Places (36 C.F.R., 60.4), and whether there is a likelihood of archeological resources or any other
previously unknown historic properties in the project area, and the basis for these opinions
(including any consultations with the State Historic Preservation Office, local historical societies or

universities);

Response: There would be no adverse effects. The Line does not include any
stations or sidings where historically or architecturally significant company constructed-buildings

exist.

Abandonment of the right-of-way and possible leveling of the grade would not affect any
archaeological evidence since the property would only be returned to its original usage. Any

alterations to the property would have been done during the original construction of the rail Line.

(8) A description (based on readily available information in the railroad’s possession) of
any known prior subsurface ground disturbance or fill, environmental conditions (naturally
occurring or manmade) that might affect the archeological recovery of resources (such as swampy

conditions or the presence of toxic wastes), and the surrounding terrain.

Response: None.



(9) Within 30 days of receipt of the Historic Report, the State Historic Preservation Officer
may request the following additional information regarding specified nonrailroad owned properties
or groups of properties immediately adjacent to the railroad right-of-way. Photographs of specified
properties that can be readily seen from the railroad right-of-way (or other public right-of-way
adjacent to the property) and a written description of any previously discovered archeological sitcs,

identifying the locations and type of the site (i.e., prehistoric or native American).

Response: Not applicable.

Respectfully submitted,

\

T. Scott Bannister
Counsel for Iowa River Railroad, Inc.

10



CERTIFICATION PURSUANT TO 49 C.F.R. 1105.7(c)

lowa River Railroad, Inc., by and through its authorized representative, T. Scott Bannister.
certifies that on January 17, 2012, copies of the draft Environmental and Historical Reports were
sent by first class mail to the following agencies:

Mayor Jim Daggs
City Hall

208 State Street
Ackley, 1A 50601

Mayor

Steamboat Rock City Hall
512 Market St.

Steamboat Rock, IA 50672

Mayor James R. Brown
Eldora City Hall

1442 Washington Street
Eldora, 1A 50627

Marshall County Board of Supervisors
Marshall County Courthouse

1 E Main St

Marshalltown, 1A 50158

Mayor Gene Beach
24 N. Center St.
Marshalltown, 1A 50158

lowa Department of Economic Development
(State Clearinghouse)

Division of Community Progress

200 East Grand Avenue

Des Moines, 1A 50309

United States Army Corps of Engineers
Mississippi Valley Division

1400 Walnut Street

P. O. Box 80

Vicksburg, MS 39181

US Fish and Wildlife Service-Region 3
One Federal Drive, BHW Federal Building
Ft. Snelling, MN 55111

11



National Park Service - Midwest Region
601 Riverfront Drive
Omaha, NE 68102

USDA-NRCS

693 Federal Building
210 Walnut Street

Des Moines, IA 50309

US EPA - Region 7
901 N. 5th Street
Kansas City, KS 66101

lowa Department of Natural Resources
Environmental Protection Division
Wallace State Office Building

502 East 9th Street

Des Moines, IA 50319

NOAA -National Geodetic Survey
Geodetic Services Division

Room 9292. NGS/12

1315 East-West Hwy

Silver Spring, MD 20910-3282

lowa State Historical Society
Review and Compliance

600 East Locust Street

Des Moines, 1A 50319

Dated: March 27, 2012

4

T. SCOTT BANNISTER
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EXHIBIT “A”

Map of the Line



gy

i Ach.ay

Hargh ,Ra Y 3 (1)
. : Ty T LI ol P
< T H = f H
b I 4 ag gt . caws itnzns
= Iy
-
i1 RS 5
12 5 c - - 20 &1
b 4
“25m 1 2 ] } 3
. > i — s { 1ons -
1. . .
f Aden }- 36om 51 T, : S!, [
T ows L et W RS kf 4 St
- 1 ! ‘.' . v ey )
é = ; 145 5t _ \\
Skl © . 145 S H So s
lE - Y
é’ w 1550 31 ,/ & r gnw \
.
) ! H !
7 ¥
4 ) E <
170h 5 u e —— x
20 et 200
1e0e & H =
]
H]
£ ! _
v J 195 H 'WOh$
2
g
2000 3 5 | 1 ] 2
- 2 g, § 2
< N 5
£2h 5t H iZm s
.t ﬁ.: - .
v : &
] Z30m 3t = £ xmw P
|4
g H Ol
©
240nh St 240 §* 2404 5L o
H -
£ i 2505t
I J PIPAPRI [ S2sems
/ . 5 ‘g. Y] . « 5
z < 1 i3
2500 50 . Py -
- £ Rl L
© [radene] & S e
— s, Pns ]
Ll 5 1 {78 =3, i
|
i 4
I S Huptard] | H .
5 ! F90m
z 20 St 201 St
H b * . 5 [ o
L e 300 §2 < - =
H A Aerh £
1 {]
* H f!: '
3o £ r- e
— 3 ] Sk 51
iy %k
- - ]
. 5 S |
< k
30t 51 D l s B ] i
Femk < t el 8§

P

T-83N




EXHIBIT “B”

RESPONSES TO DRAFT ENVIROMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT




Scott Bannister

From: Simon Monroe [simon.monroe@noaa gov]
Sent: Thursday, March 08, 2012 3:29 PM

To: sbannister@iowanorthern com

Cc: Surface Transportation Board. Surveyorlady@yahoo.com, Gilbert Mitchell; Simon Monroe
Subject: NGS Response, STB Docket AB-1072X

>

> Thank you for sharing your railroad abandonment environmental report
> for

>

> MARSHALLTOWN, Marshall, Hardin Counties, IOWA.

>

>

>

> Approximately 00 geodetic survey marks may be located in the arca

> described.

> If marks will be disturbed by the abandonment, [THE RAILROAD] shall
> consult with the National Geodetic Survey (NGS) at least 90 days prior
>to beginning salvage activities that will disturb, or destroy any

> geodetic station

>

> marks described on the attached file. Additional advice is provided

> at http://geodesy.noaa.gov/marks/railroads/

>

No Stations Found.

>
>
>


mailto:Surveyorlady@yahoo.com
http://geodesv.noaa.gov/marks/railroads/

Fields of Opportunities STAT E OF 1 OWA
TERRY E BRANSTAD. GOVERNOR DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
KiM REYNOLDS, LT. GOVERNOR ROGER L. LANDE, DIRECTOR

February 13, 2012

T Scott Bannister & Associates
Attn: T Scott Bannister
11156 St

Des Moines 1A 50312

RE: Environmental Review for Natural Resources
Docket No, AB-1072 X lowa River Railroad Inc

Marshall and Hardin County
Section , Township N. Range W
Various locations

Dear Mr. Bannister.

Thank you for inviting Department comment on the impact of this project. The Department has searched
for records of rare species and significant natural communities in the project area and found no site-
specific records that would be impacted by this project. However. these records and data are not the result
of thorough field surveys. If listed species or rare communities are found during the planning or
construction phases, additional studies and/or mitigation may be required.

This letter is a record of review for protected species. rare natural communities. state lands and waters in
the project area, including review by personnel representing state parks. preserves. recreation areas,
fisheries and wildlife but does not include comment from the Environmental Services Division of this
Department. This letter does not constitute a permit. Other permits may be required from the Department
or other state or federal agencies before work begins on this project.

Any construction activity that bares the soil of an area greater than or equal to one acre including clearing,
grading or excavation may require a storm water discharge permit from the Department. Construction
activities may include the temporary or permanent storage of dredge material. For more information
regarding this matter. please contact Ruth Rosdail at (515) 281-6782.

The Department administers regulations that pertain to fugitive dust [AW lowa Administrative Code 367-
23.3(2)¢c.” All persons shall take reasonable precautions to prevent the discharge of visible emissions of
fugitive dusts beyond the lot line of property during construction, alteration, repairing or demolishing of
buildings, bridges or other vertical structures or haul roads. All questions regarding fugitive dust
regulations should be directed to Jim McGraw at (515) 242-5167.


file:////ater
file:///isible

Please reference the following IDNR Environmental Review/Sovereign Land Program tracking
number assigned to this project in all future correspondence related to this project: 7021.

If you have questions about this letter or require further information, please contact me at (515) 281-
8967.

Sincerely,

Environmental Specialist FILE COPY Kelh Pooee
Conservation and Recreation Division Tracking Mumber 21

<imz



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
ROCK ISLAND DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS
CLOCK TOWER BUILDING
PO BOX 2004
ROCK ISLAND, ILLINO!S 67204-2004
T Januury 31, 201 ]
LRI B

Planimng, Programs, and
[ojeel Munwgement Division

Mi 1. Scotl Bannister, Esq.
Counsel Tor lowa Faver Ra:lroad. Inc

111 - 56" Siree:
Lies Momes. fowa 352

Dear M1 Bannister

Frecerved vour letie: dated December 30, 201 6. concerning proposed abandonment of the
fowa R:ver Railroad’s hae iocaled between Ackley and Marshalliown. lowa (Milepost 201 .46 Lo

243.33). Rock island Disirict Corps of Engineers staff 1eviewed the information you provided

an¢ have the folJowing comments:

a. Youw proposal aoes not invoive Rock Island District acnumstered (and, therefore.
10 further Rock Islanc District reai estaie coordination is necessary. However. the information

suppliecd was no! sufficient to determ:ne 1f the project would alfec! the Marshalitown Local Fiood

Proteciion Project  Aadimond] details are needed about the endpomt [o1 our Emergency
Muragement Division o comment  Plcase contact Ms. Saruh Jones of aur Emergency
Magpagemen: Division by writing to the address above. Atin: Ms. Sarah tones (CEMVR-ZM).
Y ou may aiso contect Ms lones by teienhoning 309:/794/5200.

I,

Y our praject, as proposed. does not require w Department of the Army Section
404 permit. We made thes determination because a: this ume the proposed project doss not

mdicate d:scharge of dredged or {ili material into waters of the Linned Staies (inclnding

wian

Junsdictional wetlands)

¢. The Federal Emergency Management Agency { FEMA) should be contacted 1o 1equest
Noodplam formation  The FEMA Region 7 Otfice address 1s: 9221 Ward Parkway, Suile 300,

Kansies City, Missour: 04114-3372 You can reach them by calling 816,285-7u01,

d  The lowa Emergency Management Division should be contacted 10 deternane 11/ the
proposed project may impaet arcas designated zs Moodway, Mr Joohr Wagman is the lowa

State Flazed Mitgasion Team | cader. His address is - 7108 NW 70" Ay enue, Camp Dodge-

Buil:hing. W4, Johnston, fowa 5CG131 You can mcach him by calling S15/725-3237,



12

No other concerns surluced du=ing ow review. Thanl you 1or the opportunity te comment
onvow proposal 17 vou aced more mlormation. prease call Mr Randy Krac:un of our
=nveoriaental end Leonomic Branch, telephone 3007045774,

You may find addraona: mlormanon anout the Corps™ Rocis [sland Drstrict on our websie at
g www.mvraasacearmy.mil - To find ou! about other Districts wathirn the Corps. you may

vistt hitpadwwwousacearmv.mil/about/Paves/Locations.aspx.

Sincerely,

/ l -’f_ v, [ p
'J\__ P d/""’ ’bL
r = \k T i
Kennath A. Barr
Chiel, Environimental and
Economic Branch

)



United States Department of Agriculture

O NRCS

Natural Resources Conservation Service
210 Wamut Sireet, Rcom 693
Des Momnes, 1A 50309-2180

January 18, 2011

T. Scott Bannister and Associates
111 56™ Street
Des Moines, lowa 50312

RE' Abandonment of 41.9 Miles Railroad Line between Marshalltown and Ackley, lowa

Dear Mr. Bannister

The 1ssues with the 100 year flood plain, local tand use and historic significances will be
addressed by other agencies.

NRCS is in agreement that if the railroad is abandoned and the rails and ties are removed and
all work is completed from the roadbed there will be no conversion of prime farmiand or

adverse effect on agricultural wetlands.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this project.
Sincerely

)O-/v""/ /4 /“4

John Myers /
State Resource Conservationist

Helping Peopie Heip the Land

Ar Zqual Opportunity Prov der and Employer



United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Buildmg
1 Federal Drive
Fort Snelling MN 55111-4056

IN REPLY REFER. TO

FWS/NWRS-RE - General January 10, 2011
Ratlroad Abandonme:nts

Mr. T. Scott Banmnster, Esg.

T Scott Bannisler and Assaciales
Altorney and Counselor al Law
111 = Fifty Sixth Street

D=s Moines. lowa 50312

Dcar Mr. Banmster:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment ot the proposed abandonment of service on 41.856
miles of railroad line between Milepost 201.46 near Ackley, Iowa, and Milepost 243.35 near
Marshalllown, lowa, STB Docket No. AB-1072X.

We have researched our ownerships in the vicinity anc have determined we do not own any
lands or interests in iand in the vicinity of the propesed rail line abandonments We do not have

any concerns regarding real estate matters in the abandonments.

Sincerely,

Tf’ Cost g ((
4 . I A T f
FEe [-Lg,/’; o Ldlsen

Patrick G. Carroll
Senor Realty Oificer
Division of Realty


file:///B-1072X

P oy 4 i
wioa,t T oAb .,'-I"Mm" i . '
HARDIN COUNT T TOWA
1215 Edgington Ave., Suite 1
Eldora, Iowa 50627
Fax; 641.539.8223

Hardin County
Board of Supervisors

January 12, 2011

Iowa River Railroad

T. Scott Bannister and Associates
111 - Fifty Sixth St,

Des Moines, 1A 50312

Re: Iowa River Railroad

Dear Mr. Bannister;

The Hardin County Board of Supervisors has received notice of the lowa River Railroad, Inc.
intent to Petition for Exemption of the line between Ackley and Marshalltown (M.P 201.46-M.P

243.35).

We do not anticipate or recognize any adverse environmental effects due to the abandonment of
this rail system.

Because this corridor travels through the Iowa River Greenbelt it is consistent with the
conservation plans for public use as a recreational trail for biking or hiking.

Thank you.

im JoMnson, Chair
Hardin County Board of Supervisors

Jim Johnson, Chair Lance Granzow B-ian Lauterbach
641.939.8220 641,939.8221 641.939.8222
jjohnson@hardincountyia.gov Igranzow@hardincountyia.gov blauterbach@hardincountyia.gov


mailto:jjohnson@hardincountyia.gov
mailto:lgran20w@hardincountyia.gov
mailto:blauterbach@hardincountyia.gov
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Marshalltown, 1A 50158
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Hardin County Conservation Board

Iowa River Green Pelf)

Calkins Nature Area

18335 135th Strest

lowa Falls, lowa 50126-8511
Phone' 641-648-9878

Hardin County Conservalion Beard
Headauarters

15537 S Avenue

Ackiey, lowa 50604-7734

Phone. 641-648-4361 FAX 641-648-3878
FAX:  641-648-2739 E ma:
E mail hardinccb@gmail com naturecenier@hardincountyconservatior.com

January 10,2011

lowa River Railroad

T. Scott Bannister and Associates
111-Fifty Sixth St.

Des Moines, 1A 50312

RE: lowa River Railrcad

Dear Mr. Bannister:

The Hardin County Conservation Board has received notice of the lowa River Railroad, Inc. intent to
Petition for Exemption of the line between Ackley and Marshalltown (M.P 201.46-M.P 243.35).

We do not anticipate or recognize any adverse environmental effects due to the abandonment of this

rail system.

Because this corridor travels through the lowa River Greenbelt it is consistent with the conservation

plans for public use as a recreational trail.

Thank You,

‘_\1_‘]_-; ik
Wes Wiese
Director Hardin County Conservation Board

15537 S. Ave
Ackley, lowa 50601


http://naturecenierighardincountyconservatiOR.com

Scott Bannister

From: Simon Moaroe [Simon Monroe@ncaa.gov]

Sent: Wednesday, February 23, 2011 10.56 AM

To: sbannister@iowanorthern.com

Cc: Surface Transporlation Board. Surveyortady@yahoo com; Gilbert Mitcheli, Simon Monroe
Subject: NGS Response, STB Docket AB-1072X

Thank you for sharing your railroad abandonment environmental report for

Marshalltown, Marshall,& Hardin Counties, IOWA.

Approximately 01 geodetic survey marks may be located in the area described.
If marks will be disturbed by the abandonment, [THE RAILROAD] shall

consult with the National Geodetic Survey (NGS) at least 9@ days prior to
beginning salvage activities that will disturb, or destroy any geodetic
station marks described on the attached file. Additional advice is provided

at http://geodesy.noaa.gov/marks/railroads/



mailto:Monroe@noaa.gov
mailto:sbannisler@iowanorthern.com

Scott Bannister

From: Jones, Doug [DCA] [Doug Jones@iowa gov]

Sent: Thurscay, February 03, 20°1 12:43 PM

To: sbannisier@iowanorthern.com

Cc: Jones, Doug [DCA] Christian, Ralph [DCA], Strand. June |DCA]

110100018 STB Docketl No AB-7072X lowa River Railrcad Inc between MP 201 46 near

Subject:
Ackley to MP 243 35 near Marshalllown

Dear Mr. Bannister.

We have received your corresponoence regarding the above referenced undertaking Thank you for notifying our office
about this proposed undertaking. We note that you did not provide any historical background research with your
submitial We did do a auick check of our inventory, and it does not appear that we have any information on whether this
particular railroac line segment would be historically significant or whether any other types of historic properties such as
railroad bridges mignt be present that couid be potentially ehgible for listing on the Natioral Register of Historic Places

We wil' need more information on what types of cultural resources may be present In this railroad corridor before we will
be anle to proviae any further comments as tc whether this underiaking will affec: any historic properues. Specifically, we
requesl tha: a reconnaissance survey ne conducted on this segment to identify what cuitural resources (sites, objects, or
structures) may exist witnir: this corridor. Also. we would recommend that historical background research on this line
segment be conducted as part ol this reconnaissance survey Once we have received this information, we will be able 10
provide further comments on this undertaking. If you have any questions about our recommendation to conduct a
Reconnaissance Survey, please feel free to contact myself or Ralph Christian, our Historian, at (515} 281-8697.

Douglas W Jones. Archasologist and Review and Compliance Program Manager
State Historic Preservauon Office

State Historical Society of Iowa

(515) 281-4358


mailto:ier@iowanorthern.com
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Fields of Opportu% STAT E O F IOWA

TERRY E. BRANSTAD, GOVERNOR ' DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESQURCES
KiMm REYNOLDS, LT. GOVERNOR ROGER L. LANDE, DIRECTOR

February 13, 2012

T Scott Bannister & Associates
Attn: T Scott Bannister

111 56" St

Des Moines 1A 50312

RE: Environmental Review for Natural Resources
Docket No. AB-1072 X [owa River Railroad Inc

Marshall and Hardin County
Section . Township N, Range W
Various locations

Dear Mr. Bannister,

Thank you for inviting Department comment on the impact of this project. The Department has searched
for records of rare species and significant natural communities in the project area and found no site-
specific records that would be impacted by this project. However, these records and data are not the result
of thorough field surveys. If listed species or rare communities are found during the planning or
construction phases, additional studies and/or mitigation may be required.

This letter is a record of review for protected species. rare natural communities, state lands and waters in
the project area, including review by personnel representing state parks, preserves, recreation areas.
tisheries and wildlife but does not include comment from the Environmental Services Division of this
Department. This letter does not constitute a permit. Other permits may be required from the Department
or other state or federal agencies before work begins on this project.

Any construction activity that bares the soil of an area greater than or equal to one acre including clearing.
grading or excavation may require a storm water discharge permit from the Department. Construction
activities may include the temporary or permanent storage of dredge material. For more information
regarding this matter, please contact Ruth Rosdail at (515) 281-6782.

The Department administers regulations that pertain to fugitive dust IAW lowa Administrative Code 567-
23.3(2)"c.” All persons shall take reasonable precautions to prevent the discharge of visible emissions of
fugitive dusts beyond the lot line of property during construction, alteration. repairing or demolishing of
buildings, bridges or other vertical structures or haul roads. All questions regarding fugitive dust
regulations should be directed to Jim McGraw at (515) 242-5167. .,

502 EAST 9th STREET / DES MOINES, IOWA 50319-0034
PHONE 515-281-5918 FAX 515-281-6794 www.iowadnr.gov


http://www.iowadnr.gov

Please reference the following IDNR Environmental Review/Sovereign Land Program tracking
number assigned to this project in all future correspondence related to this project: 7021.

If you have quéstions about this letter or require further information, please contact me-at (515) 281-
8967.

Sincerely,

elly P
Environmental Specialist FILE COPY Kell Poole
Conservation and Recreation Division Trockng Namber 7021

cmz




Please reference the following IDNR Environmental Review/Sovereign Land Program tracking
number assigned to this project in all future correspondence related to this project: 7021.

If you have questions about this letter or require further information, please contact me at (515) 281-
8967.

Sincerely,

Environmental Specialist FILECOPY hell Poue
Conservation and Recreation Division Trackag “umber 1121

cmz



Scott Bannister

From: Simon Monroe [simon.monroe@noaa.gov]
Sent: Thursday, March 08, 2012 3:29 PM

To: sbannister@iowanorthern.com

Ce: Surface Transportation Board; Surveyoriady@yahoo.com, Gilbert Mitchell; Simon Monroe
Subject: NGS Response, STB Docket AB-1072X

>

> Thank you for sharing your railroad abandonment environmental report
> for

>

> MARSHALLTOWN, Marshall, Hardin Counties, IOWA.

>

>

>

> Approximately 00 geodetic survey marks may be located in the area

> described.

> If marks will be disturbed by the abandonment, [THE RAILROAD]} shall
> consult with the National Geodetic Survey (NGS) at least 90 days prior

> to beginning salvage activities that will disturb, or destroy any

> geodetic station

>

> marks described on the attached file. Additional advice is provided

> at http://geodesy.noaa.gov/marks/railroads/
>

"

No Stations Found.

>
>
>


mailto:simon.monroe@noaa.gov
mailto:sbannister@iowanorthern.com
mailto:Surveyorlady@yahoo.com
http://geodesv.noaa.gov/marks/railroads/

APPENDIX “1”

Topographic Map
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APPENDIX *2”

Bridge Structure Photographs
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APPENDIX 5

Draft Federal Register Notice




Draft Federal Register Notice (49 C.F.R. 1152.60)

STB DOCKET NO. AB-1072 X - IOWA RIVER RAILROAD, INC. - Abandonment and
Discontinuance Exemption in Marshall and Hardin Counties, lowa

Notice of Petition for Exemption to Abandon a Rail Line and to Discontinue Service

On or about April 17, 2012, Petitioner, IOWA RIVER RAILROAD, INC,, filed with the
Surface Transportation Board, Washington, D.C. 20423, a petition for exemption for the
abandonment of and discontinuance of service on a line of railroad located between Milepost
209.00 and Milepost 243.35 (at or near Marshalltown, lowa), all within Marshall and Hardin
Counties, lowa, a distance of approximately 34.35 miles (the "Line"), which traverses through U.S.
Postal Zip Codes 500085, 50158, 50627, 50258 and 50259 in Marshall and Hardin Counties, State
of Iowa.

The Line for which the abandonment exemption request was filed includes the stations of
Marshalltown (MP 243.35), Bethel, Minerva Junction, Albion (MP 236.9), Liscomb (MP 232.6),
Union (MP 225.9), Eldora (MP 216.58), and Steamboat Rock (MP 212.30), State of lowa.

The line does not contain federally granted rights-of-way. Any documentation in the railroad's
possession will be made available promptly to those requesting it.

The interest of railroad employees will be protected by the employee protective conditions set forth
in Oregon Short Line R.Co. - Abandonment - Goshen, 360 1.C.C. 91 (1979).

Any offer of financial assistance will be due no later than (ten) 10 days after service of a
decision granting the petition for exemption.

All interested persons should be aware that following abandonment of rail service and salvage
of the line, the line may be suitable for other public use, including interim trai] use.

Any request for a public use condition and any request for trail use/rail banking will be due no
later than 20 days after notice of the filing of the petition for exemption is published in the
Federal Register.

Persons seeking further information concerning abandonment procedures may contact the
Surface Transportation Board or refer to the full abandonment or discontinuance regulations at 49
CFR part 1152. Questions concerning environmental issues may be directed to the Board's
Section of Environmental Analysis.

An environmental assessment (EA) (or environmental impact statement (EIS), if necessary)
prepared by the Section of Environmental Analysis will be served upon all parties of record and
upon any agencies or other persons who commented during its preparation. Any other persons
who would like to obtain a copy of the EA (or EIS) may contact the Section of Environmental
Analysis. EAs in these abandonment proceedings normally will be made available within 60 days
of the filing of the petition. The deadline for submission of comments on the EA will generally be
within 30 days of its service.
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Affidavit of Publication

STATE OF IOWA.
Mashall County. ss.

TS Bunmster Law

Notce of Intent 1o file A

petition [or exemption to abandon Towa River Railroad.

Inc.

F'rom Stcambout Rock to Marshalltown.

1. Dianc Culoud. being first duly sworn, on oath depose and
say that Marshalltown Newspaper, LLC is a corporation tor
pecuniary profit organization under the law of the State of

lowa, with its principal place of

business in Marshalltown.

Towa: that the "Times-Republican” is a daily newspaper of
general circulation printed wholly n the English language

and published by said corp

oration at the city of

Marshalltown. in Marshall County, fowa: that I am the

Accounting Manager
and a full time employec of the

of

said corporation
said newspaper, and have

personal knowledge of the facts stated herein; that the
Notice hereto attached in the above entitled action was
published in the regular daily edition of the said "Times-

Republican” once each week for:
Two

consecutive weeks on the days and dates as follows, to-wit:

March 21,

2012

Statutory fees for publishing said notice are:
Paid in Advance 43.06

Sworn to before me and subscribed in my
presence by the said Diane Caloud this
Twenty-first Day of March., 2012

4]

!

Sandra Plummer, Notary Public

Commussion Expires January 14, 2014

Account No. and Account Name
L45263 TS Bannister Law

Marshall County, lowa

Commission No. 766297

AL

24

SANDRA PLUMMER
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Affidavit of Publication

STATE OF IOWA,
Marshall County, ss.

T Scott Bannister
Iowa River Railroad, Inc. System Diagram Notice (AB -

:'_:‘t . IR e Bt & o iTt m~ 4
1072X) 3. PUBLIC NOTICE o
! lgzvs/;\.EM%L?AZA'\;:I:ROAD;JN&'

. .,; SYSTE| AM:NOTICE
1, Sandra Plummer, being first duly sworn, on oath depose T (AB 072X Y . -
b oPursuant ™™ to 53" Sachons

and say that Marshalltown Newspaper, Inc. is a corporation Ji2 15Nz, o et 46T
. - . I'Ca . of+ LRt i -~

for pecuniary profit organization under the law of _the Sta}e _::.I,Q-,\_,;*_-,g-;v-ét ?gg;ﬁgégég,ﬁ'ggggsﬁ
; : inei 1 lowar, corporationi~harebysigives -

of Iowa, with its principal ~ place of bl{'sl-ness in ot S e oo Ve
Marshalltown, Iowa; that the "Times-Republican” is a daily ;:,gi%gggﬁgg&@gﬁ;;h-,;,.a
H : : : oA JNE (1), Linelin

newspaper of general circulation printed wholly in the ,;ﬂ@‘;%@m!gﬁwﬁgg,ﬂgc._k
: : : ; -, Ar 1 ing: will: be”1he ,
English language and published by said corporation at the {ﬁgymep}&@,_, an et oo e
. : . 1 discontnuanceé .. g 5niidatinis.
city of Marshalltown, in Marshall County, Iowa; that I am .:gih‘légm,.\.may- .gé;t___an‘,,._.aahegg:g#l%r;.
: : ; "basis). .to. -Be. filed". ‘Withir ~“the-"

the Accounts Receivable Clerk_ of said corporation | traeear ey ifauﬁ’\',‘,?r'.’;»:ﬂi
and a full time employee of the said newspaper, and have _gate lpon which this S:ys:t?'_nliD;.
personal knowledge of the facts stated herein; that the Fg%:faargé'h#;::sapc;rstatfmm Jhe
Notice hereto attached in the above entitled action was . 'frs*?asﬁ?:d"Esl’}c‘;'gi’r‘.’%'i%?n":’:'{l%?'
published in the regular daily edition of the said "Times- . nedr IACKIgy. . lowal (at ilepbst
. " 201g4§);~agd.-*_at.1or near=Marshall-*
Republican" once each week for; I town.lowa. (at..Milepost: 243.35),

(a :distance- of;f 41789 ¥miles™ and

One ' known.as thehnsy) egse s iy -

y= ‘b Thelentifé, L'ine ys,siocated;

_  Whinthe SIate Gifowa, < 5 137

consecutive weeks on the days and dates as follows, to-wit: g,_wlfﬁ;ﬁ.,‘; ng%';%gggﬂMgfgggﬁ.}
November 13, 2010 - Courtias; JOWaIE, -, v s a3k,

i, ~d= “There [1Né. 15, ~ located

! Zbg’zh\z‘e'gff -‘Mil_’e?ﬁ%'ﬁz,o:ﬁs whigh"

g ] . 18 :at or- nedrsAcklgy, slowa +and:

Statutory fees for publishing said notice are: ,'Milepost- :243'35 "'t ¢, or ".near:
* Marshalltown HOWAI a2 T s

p 20.35 £ 1- 8. There ‘are;.nc’agéncy ior tar

,minal station “operations’ Jocated .

. onithe LINGHa . 155 i e

 -=FoF: ‘Moreinformation. hclugs .

yri Ing" addilicnal. copiés of the=Sys:*
/ o “tem .Diagram | Noticé', *please
' contact: i, Scotf, Bannister, Ban-

Swormn to before me and subscribed in my -ISter” ‘and T Associates T 1 1.
. : {:56th>"Street, - Des, Moines,. Jowa
presence by the said Sandra Plummer this oAl

ALY YO
HOWARIVER RAICROAD, INGYEx
U= R I L i gngadsy

Seventeenth day of November, 2010

.0
N,
Diane Caloud, Notary Public
Tama County, Iowa
Commission No. 716222
Commission Expires April 25, 2011

_Account No. and Account Name
L44409 T Scott Bannister

Qg DIANC K CA.OUD

* oA Comrussion Numuer 716222
* Lo A% | Y GOMMISSION EXPIRES
_ fewn LI |




CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, T. Scott Bannister, hereby certify that a copy of the Petition for Exemption was served on the

following parties. by first class U.S. mail, postage prepaid on the 16" day of April, 2012:

lowa Utilities Board
350 Maple Street
Des Moines, [A 50319

Director - Office of Rail Transportation
Iowa Department of Transportation
800 Lincoln Way

Ames, 1A 50010

U. S. Department of Agriculture
Chief of the Forest Service
Sidney R. Yates Federal Building
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.
Washington, DC 20250-0003

National Park Service

Regional Director - Midwest Region
601 Riverfront Drive

Omaha, NE 68102

U.S. Dept. of Interior - National Park Service
Acting Associate Director

Cultural Resources, Room 3126

1849 “C” Street, NW

Washington, DC 20240

United States Dept. of Defense - SDDCTEA
Railroads for the National Defense Program
709 Ward Drive, Bldg. 1900, Room 2E264
Scott AFB, IL 62225

T. Scott Bannister

Dated: April 16,2012



Affidavit of Publication

STATE OF IOWA,
Marshall County, ss

TS Bannister Law Notice of Intent to file A
petition for exemption to abandon Towa River Railroad,
Inc. From Steamboat Rock to Marshalltown.

I, Diane Caloud, being first duly swom, on oath depose and
say that Marshalltown Newspaper, LLC is a corporation for
pecuniary profit organization under the law of the State of
Iowa. with its principal place of business in Marshalltown.
Iowa; that the "Times-Republican” is a daily newspaper of
general circulation printed wholly in the English language
and published by said corporation at the city of
Marshalltown, in Marshall County, Iowa; that I am the
Accounting Manager of said corporation
and a full time employee of the said newspaper, and have
personal knowledge of the facts stated herein; that the
Notice hereto attached in the above entitled action was
published in the regular daily edition of the said "Times-
Republican” once each week for:

Two

consecutive weeks on the days and dates as follows, to-wit:
March 21, 2012

Statutory fees for publishing said notice are:
Paid in Advance 43.06 .

Sworn to before me and subscribed in my
presence by the said Diane Caloud this
Twenty-first Day of March., 2012

Sandra Plummer, Notary Public
Marshall County, Jowa

Commission No. 766297

Commission Expires January 14, 2014

Account No. and Account Name
145263 TS Bannister Law
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Affidavit of Publication

STATE OF IOWA,
Marshall County, ss.

T Scott Bannister
Iowa River Railroad, Inc. System Diagram Notice (AB -

1072X)

I, Sandra Plummer, being first duly sworn, on oath depose
and say that Marshalltown Newspaper, Inc. is a corporation
for pecuniary profit organization under the law of the State
of Iowa, with its principal place of business in
Marshalltown, Jowa; that the "Times-Republican" is a daily
newspaper of general circulation printed wholly in the
English language and published by said corporation at the
city of Marshalltown, in Marshall County, Iowa; that I am
the Accounts Receivable Clerk of said corporation
and a full time employee of the said newspaper, and have
personal knowledge of the facts stated herein; that the

Notice hereto attached in the above entitled action was .

published in the regular daily edition of the said "Times-

Republican" once each week for:
One

consecutive weeks on the days and dates as follows, to-wit:
November 13, 2010

Statutory fees for publishing said notice are:
20.35

Sworn to before me and subscribed in my

presence by the said Sandra Plummer this
Seventeenth day of November, 2010

[
|
Mdu’/w-’ K (f.;j, ¥l 1{7
Diane Caloud, Notary Public
Tama County, Iowa
Commission No. 716222
Commission Expires April 25, 2011

Account No. and Account Name
~44409 T Scott Bannister

DIANE K. CALOUD
Comrmission Number 716222
MY COMMISSION EXPIRES

Y A Y
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, T. Scott Bannister, hereby certify that a copy of the Petition for Exemption was served on the

following parties, by first class U.S. mail, postage prepaid on the 16" day of April, 2012:

fowa Utilities Board
350 Maple Street
Des Moines, IA 50319

Director - Office of Rail Transportation
Iowa Department of Transportation
800 Lincoln Way

Ames, JA 50010

U. S. Department of Agriculture
Chief of the Forest Service
Sidney R. Yates Federal Building
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.
Washington, DC 20250-0003

National Park Service

Regional Director - Midwest Region
601 Riverfront Drive

Omaha, NE 68102

U.S. Dept. of Interior - National Park Service
Acting Associate Director

Cultural Resources, Room 3126

1849 “C” Street, NW

Washington, DC 20240

United States Dept. of Defense - SDDCTEA
Railroads for the National Defense Program
709 Ward Drive, Bldg. 1900, Room 2E264
Scott AFB, IL 62225

et

T. Scott Bannister

Dated: April 16, 2012



